9o            THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED

of the individual cells. The selective action of the cells
in taking from the blood what they want and rejecting what
is not wanted is an instance of this self-consciousness of
the cells, and so is also what is called by physiologists the
^unconscious memory of the cells". Science tells us
that our physical body is made up of innumerable tiny
' lives' or cells, and that these are continually changing,
some passing out from us to the world around, and others
being taken in, in their place, to form part of our body, so
much so that no man has, at any moment, in his physical
body one particle of the matter of which it consisted seven
years before. According to Occult Science not only are our
own bodies, but also the bodies of animals, plants and even
minerals, built of such living particles (including bacteria,
microbes, etc.), some of which are so tiny that they can
only be seen under a powerful microscope. Each particle,
whether organic or inorganic, is a life, and these build up
the material and its cells. The recent experiments of
Dr. J. C. Bose conclusively prove that both the mineral
and the plant partake of the same life as the animal and
the man.

(5. Then is there life also in a piece of stone ?
Ans. Certainly. But though each particle is a life, the
ordinary man calls a body living when the movement of
its particles is so rapid as to be visible to him through his
senses. When this movement is not so visible, he calls
the body dead. But the fact that the movement in the
stone is too subtle to be visible to the gross physical
senses, is no reason why the stone should be called
inanimate.

Q. Then who dies at the time of the death of the man ?
Is it the ( Is manifesting through the body or is it
the particles which make up the cells of the body that die ?